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 Introduction  
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Surat Al-Kahf is a Makkan Surah . It consists of 110 ayahs. 
Surah Al Kahf was revealed to Mohammad (saw) after 
the Jews, told the mushrikeen to ask the Prophet three 
things: 
1. Who were the Sleepers of the cave and what was their 
story? 
2. Who was Dhul Qarnain? 
3. What he (Muhammad) knows about the Ruh? 
 Surat Al-Kahf consists of four stories: The story of the 
people of the cave; that of the man with the two 
gardens; that of Prophet Musa (AS) and Al-Khidr; and 
that of Dhul Qarnain 
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As the day of Jummah dawns at the time of Maghrib, it 
brings with it insurmountable reward and beneficence 
from Allah Almighty.  
Prophet (SAW) said, "Whoever recites Surah Kahf in the 
same manner in which it was revealed, it will serve for 
him as a light on the Day of Judgment, from his domicile 
to Makkah. And whoever recited the last ten verses, and 
it happens that the Dajjaal should appear after that, 
Dajjaal will not be empowered over him.“. (Al-Haakim 
1/564 & Adh Dhahabee) 
Whoever reads Surah al-Kahf on the day of Jumu’ah, will 
have a light that will shine from him from one Friday to 
the next.” (Narrated by al-Haakim, 2/399; al-Bayhaqi, 
3/249).  
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Ibn ‘Umar (may Allaah be pleased with him) said: “The 
Messenger of Allaah (peace and blessings of Allaah be 
upon him) said: ‘Whoever reads Surah al-Kahf on the day 
of Jumu’ah, a light will shine for him from beneath his 
feet to the clouds of the sky, which will shine for him on 
the Day of Resurrection, and he will be forgiven (his sins) 
between the two Fridays.  
Imam Shafi`i (Allah have mercy on him) said in his Umm, 
“It has reached us that whoever recites Surat al-Kahf on 
Fridays will be protected from the Dajjal.” [Shafi`i, al-
Umm, 1.239] 
 
 Prophet Musa (AS) was asked by his people about who was the 
most knowledgeable on earth.  
 Prophet Musa (AS) replied that he himself was. He thought that 
he had enough knowledge to earn that title, especially because 
he was one of Allah’s favored Prophets. 
  However, Allah (SWT) revealed to him that there was a learned 
man elsewhere. For this reason, He commanded him (AS) to go to 
where the two seas met.  
 Musa (AS), accompanied by a boy servant, traveled a great 
distance until he was overcome by fatigue.  
 He then told his servant, “Truly, we have suffered much fatigue in 
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 He was extremely exhausted by the time he met up with the 
righteous and more knowing man ( Khidr ).  
 The type of knowledge that Khidr had is in fact the trust in 
Allah’s predestination, i.e.  the way Allah predetermines and 
arranges the course of events in life.  
 There is also wisdom in Allah’s predestination which makes 
necessary for one to know for certain that Allah alone 
handles life matters. 
  This knowledge, in short, is learning how to know Allah 
(SWT) in the correct way in so far as His handling of life 
matters is concerned. 
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Before Prophet Musa (AS) could accompany Al-
Khidr on his journey, the latter set forth a few 
conditions.  
Allah (SWT) says what can be translated as, “Ask 
me not about anything till I myself mention of it 
to you… but no one knows its true meanings 
except Allah” (18:70).  
Prophet Musa (AS) replied, “If Allah wills, you 
will find me patient, and I will not disobey you in 
aught” (18:69). 
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Story of Musa ( A.S) & Khidr ( A.S) 
  The trip was marked by three incidents which seem very 
negative or malicious at first glance:  
1.  Al-Khidir  made a hole in the ship. Why?  because there 
was an unjust king who was taking away every boat by 
force.  
2. Al- Khidir killed the child. Why?  because he was not dutiful 
towards his parents who were righteous. His disobedience 
caused them too much trouble.  Allah wants to give them a 
good child. 
3. Al-Khidir rebuilt the wall. Why? because it was damaged in 
part, without recompense for his work especially in a town 
he wasn’t warmly welcomed. In fact, a treasure belonging 
to two orphan boys was buried beneath it. It would have 
been stolen had he (Al Khidr) not built the wall.  
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1. Allah is All Knowing & most knowledgeable  
Allah’s wisdom seems to be not apparent at first glance in the 
way the three above-cited incidents are arranged. Al-Khidr’s acts 
seem not to be justified.  
This is to prove that our knowledge is limited & many thing we 
don’t know.  
2. Quest for knowledge is borderless 
Allah commanded Musa (AS) to go to where the two seas met &  
Musa (AS), accompanied by a boy servant, traveled a great 
distance until he was overcome by fatigue 
Musa told the servant, bring to us our morning meal, certainly we 
have met with fatigue from this our journey ( 18:62).  
 
Lessons Learnt in Quest for Knowledge  
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3. Perseverance & determination 
Musa told the servant boy, I will not ceased until I reach the 
junction of the two rivers or I will go on for years ( 18: 60).   
4. Patience & humility  
Musa told Al-Khidir, shall I follow you on the condition that you 
should teach me right knowledge of what you have been taught ( 
18: 66).  
Al-Khidir said, surely you cannot have patience with me( 18: 67).  
Musa replied, if Allah pleases, you will find me patient & I shall 
not disobey you in any matter ( 18: 69). 
5. Passion for Knowledge  
  Despite Al-khidir warn Musa on several occasion not to ask 
questions, Musa continue asking him questions.   
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Knowledge made man superior over angels ( 2: 30 – 34).  
 First verse in the Qur’an is about knowledge ( 96: 1 - 5) &  Allaah 
commanded His Messenger  to seek more of it. Allaah says 
: "and say: `My Lord! Increase me in knowledge" [20:114] 
Knowledge is  the starting point of every human activity 
Allaah created man and provided him with the tools for 
acquiring knowledge, namely hearing, sight and wisdom.  
Allaah says : "And Allaah has brought you out from the wombs 
of your mothers while you know nothing. And He gave you 
hearing, sight, and hearts that you might give thanks (to 
Allaah)" [ 16:78] 
Significance of Knowledge in Islam  
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The Prophet  made seeking knowledge as an obligation upon 
every Muslim. 
A knowledgeable person is accorded great respect as Prophet ( 
p.b.u.h) said: the superiority of the one who has knowledge over 
the one who merely worships is like the superiority of the moon 
over every other heavenly body. 
 Allah says : “Say: … Are those equal, those who know and those 
who do not know? It is those who are endued with 
understanding that receive admonition.”  (39:9) 
  Prophet  said that the scholars are the heirs of the Prophets and 
that the Prophets, may Allaah exalt their mention did not leave 
behind any money, rather their inheritance was knowledge, so 
whoever acquires it has gained a great share.  
He  said: "Whoever follows a path in the pursuit of knowledge, 
Allaah will make a path to Paradise easy for him." (Al-Bukhaari) 
Significance of Knowledge in Islam  
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 Main driver to economic growth & development  
 It reduces the twin burdens of poverty and diseases, 
and  
 It creates choices and opportunities for people,  
 It gives people stronger voice in society.  
 It create dynamic workforce and  
 It create well-informed society who are able to 
compete and cooperate globally   
 It opens doors to economic and social prosperity 
* World Bank) 
 
Contribution of Knowledge & Education to 
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